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Following the September 11, 2001 terrorist attacks on America, George W. Bush's presidency

focused primarily on a foreign policy aimed at promoting U.S. security through unilateral preemptive

action. This timely anthology examines Bush's decisions regarding the war on terrorism as well as

domestic security, the economy, and the environment.
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Grade 9 Upâ€“After opening with a biographical sketch of Bush's life and political career, this volume

provides opposing-viewpoint assessments of the President's reaction to the 9/11 terrorist attacks

and the policies of his first term. The 13 readings come from a variety of sources and are arranged

in four thematic chapters: the war on terror and the invasion of Iraq, homeland security and its

impact on civil liberties, the economy, and domestic policies affecting education and the

environment. Three final readings examine Bush's transition into office after the disputed 2000

election and his successful efforts to increase the Republican Congressional majority in the 2002

mid-term election. The writers include pundits, scholars, and journalists from across the political

spectrum. An appendix provides excerpts from 11 of Bush's speeches and press conferences.

There are no photos or illustrations. While this book does offer a balanced discussion of Bush's first

term, most of the readings are, or are very similar to, the partisan arguments that have been and

continue to be aired (and are widely available) in both electronic and print media. This title does not



have the historical perspective and analysis that make the others in the series such solid resources.

Also, it is likely to become dated as the long-term effects of Bush's decisions and policies become

clearer and his priorities change during his second term. These weaknesses limit this book's

usefulness to report writers, making it at best an additional purchase.â€“Mary Mueller, Rolla Junior

High School, MO Copyright Â© Reed Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All

rights reserved.

"The titles in the new Presidents and Their Decisions series begin with a balanced introductory

essay on a president's life and the controversies that surrounded him while he was in office. Then

each of the major issues is explored in essays that attack or defend the administration's policy . The

selections, which appeared during or not long after the event were written by a largely familiar cast

of Washington pundits and players, are drawn from a variety of sources - magazine articles,

think-tank papers and books."  -- Booklist (Febraury 2001) (Booklist 20010215)"Each section

includes four or five viewpoints, most of which are excerpts from scholarly texts or memoirs. The

writers range across the political spectrum and although this is not precisely an opposing-viewpoints

format, readers do see a variety of opinions and they are encouraged to draw their own

conclusions."  -- School Library Journal (March 2001) (School Library Journal 20010301)

Kids in grades 5-10 will find a solid source of biographical information packed into 240 pages in

George W. Bush, part of the 'Presidents and Their Decisions' series. From Bush's response to the

September 11th attacks and his 'war on terror' campaign to issues of homeland security, the

economy and the environment, George W. Bush covers all the events and decisions of this

presidency's first four years.

A waste of money and time, Lansford must be getting paid by the Bush administration
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